SPEECHES

the habit* of dependence rooted in the soil. Self-help
and self-dependence, the first conditions of Swaraj,
depend for their organisation on the village Samiti.
Another essential condition of Swaraj is that we
should awaken the political sense of the masses. There
may have been a time in history when it was enough
that a few classes, the ruling classes, the learned classes,
at most the trading classes should be awake. But the
organisation of the modern nation depends on the
awakening of the political sense in the mass. This is
the age of the people, the millions, the democracy. If
any nation wishes to survive in the modern struggle,
if it wishes to recover or maintain Swaraj, it must
awaken the people and bring them into the conscious
life of the nation, so that every man may feel that
in the nation he lives,  with the prosperity of the
nation he prospers, in the freedom of the nation he is
free. This work again depends on. the village Samiti.
Unless we organise the united life of the village we
cannot bridge over the gulf between the educated
and the masses. It is here that their lives meet and
that they can feel unity. The work of the village
Samiti will be to make the masses feel Swaraj in the
village, Swaraj in the group of villages,  Swaraj  in
the   district,   Swaraj in  the  nation.   They   cannot
immediately rise to the conception of Swaraj in the
nation, they must be trained to it through the per-
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